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What Does Jesus Mean When He Says, “| Am 
Coming Soon"? 


Sixbert SANGWA + August 03, 2024 


The phrase "| am coming soon" (Revelation 22:12) is a profound declaration made by Jesus Christ, promising 
His return. This statement repeated three times in the final chapter of Revelation (verses /, 12, and 20), holds 
Significant meaning and urgency for Christians. But what does it truly mean, and how should believers 


understand and respond to this promise? 


To grasp the meaning of "soon" in this context, it's essential to consider the biblical perspective on time. In 
Revelation 22:7, Jesus says, "Behold, |!am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book." Here, the term "soon" can be perplexing, especially given the nearly two millennia that 
have passed since these words were written. However, 2 Peter 3:8-9 provides insight: "But do not overlook this 
one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” God's perception of time differs vastly from human 
understanding. What seems like a delay to us is, in reality, an expression of God's patience and mercy, allowing 


more people the opportunity to come to repentance and salvation. 


The promise of Jesus' return is intended to instill a sense of imminence and readiness among believers. In 
Matthew 24:36, Jesus states, "But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but the Father only." This unpredictability urges Christians to live in constant expectation and 
Spiritual vigilance. The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 further emphasizes this point. Five wise 
virgins were prepared with enough oil for their lamps, while the foolish ones were not. When the bridegroom 
(symbolizing Christ) arrived unexpectedly, only the prepared virgins were admitted to the wedding feast. This 


parable illustrates the importance of being spiritually prepared for Jesus' return at any moment. 


How should Christians live in light of Jesus' promise to return soon? Firstly, it calls for a life of holiness and 
godliness. In 2 Peter 3:11-12, Peter writes, "Since ail these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God.” 
Believers are encouraged to pursue righteousness, reflecting Christ's character in their daily lives. Secondly, 
this promise should motivate believers to actively share the Gospel. The Great Commission in Matthew 28:19- 
20 instructs Christians to "go and make disciples of all nations," spreading the message of salvation. The 
urgency of Christ's return underscores the importance of evangelism, as every moment is an opportunity to 


reach someone with the truth of the Gospel. 


The promise of Jesus’ return is not only a call to readiness but also a source of immense hope and 
encouragement. In John 14:3, Jesus assures His disciples, ‘And if! go and prepare a place for you, | will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where |am you may be also." This promise of eternal fellowship with 
Christ provides comfort and strength, especially during trials and tribulations. The Apostle Paul echoes this 
sentiment in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, describing the hope of the resurrection and the rapture of believers: "For 
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 


Therefore encourage one another with these words." 


In conclusion, Jesus' declaration "/am coming soon" is a powerful reminder for believers to live with a sense of 
urgency, holiness, and hope. While the exact timing of His return remains unknown, the promise serves to 
inspire readiness, diligent evangelism, and unwavering faith. As we await His glorious return, we can find 
solace in the assurance of His eternal presence and the fulfillment of His promises. Current signs of the times 
indicate His imminence. Events such as increasing natural disasters, moral decay, global unrest, and the spread 
of the Gospel to all nations align with biblical prophecies. For example, Matthew 24:6-8 speaks of wars, 
famines, and earthquakes as signs of the end times. The rise of global communication and the ability to share 
the Gospel worldwide fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). These signs urge believers to remain 


vigilant and prepared, reinforcing the urgency of Jesus' promise to return soon. 
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